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Politics of memory on 
space and time. The 
winners of the Civil War 
influence the national 
identity changing names of 
villages and dates to con-
memorate their victory. 
12,20

Stigmatization. 
Stigmatization of the losers 
as „un-patriotics“. 12,20

The origin of the Spanish 
Nation (-state?) is founded 
on the myth of the Christian 
Reconquista (reconquest) 
of the Iberian Peninsula 
and the unification of its 
kingdoms (except Portugal) 
concluded by the Catholic 
Kings. The latter set the 
basis for the creation of the 
Spanish Empire. This 
implies the colonial expan-
sion and the genocide on 
the American Continent and 
the the Hegemony over the 
world during the first half of 
the XVI century. 
Catholic religion impregna-
tes the vision of this nation 
founded on the exclusion of 
others. This narration will 
be retaken by the dictatori-
al-fascist regime and conti-
nues until today. 1

The Treaty of Westphalia 
(1648) marks the beginning 
of a new order in Europe, 
based on the concept of 
national sovereignty and 
the introduction of the 
concept of territorial integri-
ty on which modern nati-
on-states are based.

General Will (Volonté 
Générale - Rousseau) of 
the people on which autho-
rity in politics is legitimized.

Here representation would 
mean giving body to the 
collective will, embody and 
therefore replace it.

It can therefore be said that 
modern politics is based on 
the fiction discussed by 
Hobbes that „people“ situa-
tes a sovereign: and this is 
nothing more than the 
general will of the people.

different functions (legislati-
ve, executive and judicial) 
are divided and fall on 
different people and institu-
tions, limiting the powers of 
the state over their own 
interests.

Rights and Duties of the 
Individuals and therefore 
the limitations that the state 
must have as sovereign 
against them: the rule of 
law is created. Montesqui-
eu for example makes a 
proposal to limit the power 
of the same in which its

Return to the imperial 
glorious past. Power is 
based on a continuation of 
the imperial glorious past: 
The XV and XVI centuries 
with the Catholic Kings and 
Charles the I and Philipp 
the II. In this sense a simil-
ar symbology to that of the 
Catholic Kings is adopted. 
This continuity will be the 
legitimatory support of the 
regime against liberals, 
freemasons, socialists and 
communists. 12

Catholic Church. Will play 
a key role on the ritualizati-
on of the political memory 
and the ideology of the 
regime. 12

Valle de los Caídos 
(Valley of the Fallen).  Will 
always remember always 
the fallen of the national 
side during the Civil War. It 
still remains. Franco and 
Primo de Rivera are still 
buried there. Meanwhile 
114.000 persons are still 
missing buried in mass 
graves. 12

Race. The revival of the 
empire was built on the 
ideal of the Hispanic Race. 
Next to Race were other 
values such as honour, 
faith and chivalry embodied 
by the military. 12

1978 Constitution. End of 
the Transition process, 
instaurating a Parlamentary 
Liberal Monarchy. 

23 - F 1981. Failed coup 
d‘etat attempt through which 
the King will appear as 
keeper of democracy (due 
to its frustration), so the 
image of a successful 
republican regime seems 
unproductive. 

Fraticidal War.  Civil War 
will be resignified as a 
collective catastrophe and a 
War between Brothers.
The Second Republic will 
be perceived as the pream-
ble of the Civil War disaster, 
being and therfore being 
estigmatized. 12

Pactos de la Moncloa 
(Moncloa‘s Convennants). 
All political actors followed a 
pragmatic position „without 
ideologies“ looking for a 
consens that will guide the 
strategic positions to the 
democratic transition. Clear 
examples of this postition 
are the Pactos de la Mon-
cloa, achieved by all politi-
cal parties to propose mea-
sures against the economic 
situation. This consens will 
be also showed in topics as 
the decentralizaton of the 
state. 

European Citizenship, is a 
biopolitical citizenship, 
reserved only for a few, 
while necropolitical citizens-
hip is given to migrants, 
refugees.

In Classical Greece the vote 
of each citizen was equiva-
lent and all had the same 
decision power.

Man was understood as a 
zoo politikon with logos, that 
is, a political animal with 
rational thought, which 
through its participation in 
public life reaches its maxi-
mum expression. To partici-
pate, one had to be a 
citizen, which meant being 
free and not being financial-
ly dependent on other 
people, thus excluding 
women, foreigners and 
slaves.

Representative democracy 
establishes different levels 
in a hierarchical institutional 
structure in which mediators 
are introduced between 
citizens and the power of 
decision.

Do all citizens have the same capacity to make decisions? What people 
can enjoy political rights, that is, be citizens? Who is excluded from the 
concept of Citizenship?

Isolation Condition
Limited Right
Border Control

Subject
Necropolitic Citizenship
Migrants and Refugees

Citizen
Biopolitic Citizenship
Governmentality

The agreements will enable 
a reestructuration of the 
labour market implementing 
a flexibilization that will be 
incremented during the 80s 
and 90s and a partial libera-
lization of the financial 
system. 12, 19

Consens. Will be the key 
word during the transition 
process lasting until 
nowadays blocking political 
changes pointing them as 
undemocratics. 12 

Amnesty Law of 1977. 
Turning over a new leaf. 

It meant the highlight of the 
consens about the historical 
past, but also the instaurati-
on of a collective amnesia. 
It situated on a same level 
winners and losers of the 

war and will block questions 
such as the compensation 

of political prisoners and 
conviction of repression 

crimes. 12
 

1898 Cuba Disaster. 
Cuba, the last colonial 

territory in America is lost in 
the Hispan-American War

This is culturally perceived 
as the end of the glorious 

imperial period, leaving an 
identitarian gap.

Second Republic.
The first democracy in 
Spain and one of the miles-
tones in the liberal tradition 
since the Enlightment. 12

Civil War.
Started after a failed coup 
d‘etat by fascist forces that 
will develop in a conflict 
lasting 3 years.

During this time numerous 
collectivization processes 
led by the anarchists will 
happen showing alternative 
modes of organization.

It also had a wide internatio-
nal support from voluntary 
international brigades figh-
ting against the instauration 
of fascism. 12,20 

Change of Article 135 of 
the Constitution. The 2nd 
of September  of 2011 PP 
and PSOE change Article 
135 Budgetary Stability of 

the Constitution, so that the 
payment of external debt 

will be a priority in the 
planning of the General 

Budgets.  

„Ley Mordaza“ (Gag Law) 
- Citizen Security Law 
2015 In order to stop social 
mobilization, the PP govern-
ment with an absolute 
majority approved the 
Citizen Security Law, better 
known as the Gag Law, in 
which the rights and free-
doms of citizens are cut, 
providing the State Security 
Forces a high degree of 
discretion. Monetary sanc-
tions of up to € 60,000 were 
imposed, which created a 
high degree of fear and 
stopped the social mobiliza-
tion that would be conduc-
ted through the electoral 
way thereafter.
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PSOE - PP Governments.
During the PSOE govern-
ments (1982-1996) and PP 
(1996-2004) the state will 
be „modernized“ by imple-
menting neoliberal privatiza-
tions, and the entrance into 
the EU, the NATO and the 
common European curren-
cy. 19

Entrance of Spain in the 
NATO 1982

Entrance of Spain into the 
EEC 1986.  Deindustrializa-
tion of the country due to 
the prohibition of subsidize 
the national industry. Econo-
mic reforms were also made  
privatizing 77 public compa-
nies under the euphemisms 
of rationalization, size 
adaptation and disinvest-
ment. Some private compa-
nies were nationalized and 
rescued to be sold to multi-
nationals. The National 
Industry Institute was 
dismantled and its compa-
nies sold. The entrance into 
the EEC meant the margi-
nalization and subordination 
of the national industry to 
the interests of the Europe-
an multinationals. 19

Entrance of Spain in the 
€uro 2002

Maastrich Treaty 1992.   
Deepening of the so-called 
income policies undertaken 
in Spain since 1977, which 
had led to a more unequal 
distribution of the social 
product (increase in capital 
gains and decrease in 
global wages). Spain with 
this new economic model 
became a perfect example 
of financial capitalism, with 
the creation of the construc-
tion bubble. 7,19

1998 Soil Law. It allowed to 
buid and virtually develop 
the whole territory, endow 
ideologically the figure of 
the owner and materially 
support the growth of the 
national oligarchies (const-
ruction and banking) 19

European Parliament 
Election 2014. Podemos a 

party created 2 months 
earlier receives 5 represen-

tatives widening enormously 
its public presence.

Municipal Elections 2015 

Spanish General Elec-
tions 2015 - 2016

Due to the results and non 
achievement of govern-

ments two elections were 
held between 2015-2016

Declaration of Indepen-
dence of the Republic of 

Catalonia 2017 

Start of the Procés 2013
Start of the Independece 

Process in Catalonia

OXI Referendum in 
Greece 2015

Entrance of Spain into the 
SCHENGEN space 1991

The socialist president of 
the Parliament moves the 

portraits of the Visigoth 
Kings from the Prado 

Museum to be displayed 
with those of other Christian 
kings of the Spanish history. 

No Muslim kings are 
showed despite they ruled 

800 years on the same 
territory.
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Transition 1975 - 1978
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What other forms of institutionality 
can we create?
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Local level

@Iaioflautas (old hippies)
A popular citizen initiative 
for retirees that through 
direct actions attract attenti-
on to the inequality and 
injustice of austerity measu-
res by blocking banks, 
organizing protests and 
demonstrations, as well as 
street parties. It had a 
relevant role during the 
15-M especially on the 
media level. 15, 18

Later it spread throughout 
the territory of the state, 
acting in very different ways, 
but always based on the 
same principles, organizing 
assemblies where a space 
of trust was generated to 
lose fear and empower the 
people. This helped at the 
same time to regard the 
problem as collective and 
not private. 10,15, 18

PAH (Plataforma de Afec-
tados por la Hipoteca) 
(Mortgage Affected Plat-
form) Is a decentralized 
grassroots organization that 
emerged in 2009 to defend 
the people who are threate-
ned by the forced eviction of 
households in case they 
can not pay the mortgages. 
Its origin is in Barcelona 
where it attracted 40 
people, mostly migrants to 
avoid a forced eviction. 

inherits the democratic 
demands, by giving more 
decision power to the 
citizens. Until 2016 its mode 
of organization was based 
on the assembly model 
(círculos). After that moment 
it has derivated in a more 
vertical model, similar to 
mainstream political parties, 
with „progressive“ demands.

PODEMOS is a political 
party founded in 2014 that 
aims to canalize the indig-
nation of the 2011 15-M 
protests to produce an 
institutional change. Pode-
mos seeks to address the 
problems of inequality, 
unemployment and econo-
mic malaise that followed in 
the wake of the European 
debt crisis, and corruption 
as well.
Its organizing principles

CUP (Popular Unity Candi-
dacy) is a pro-Catalan 
political party that focused 
mainly on municipal politics 
but also on regional (catalo-
nia). The organization forms 
seek to be as horizontal as 
possible, based on the 
assembly model and with 
public political charges that 
rotate.  

Banc Expropiat active in 
Barcelona focuses on 
sustainability, poverty and 
the dispossessed through 
daily initiatives. 15, 18

La Solfónica, the 15-M 
orchestra is defined as a 
group that prioritizes the 
collective interest over the 
individual and is organized 
horizontally. 15, 18

DEMOCRACY
4,6,7,11,14,15,18

Isegory: 
Equal access to public 
word
Isonomy: 
Equal position to the law

Liberal Tradition
Republican Tradition
Socialist Tradition
Political PartiesCRISIS

EMPIRE

REPUBLIC 15-M
PODEMOS

EU

CATALONIA

DICTATORSHIP

1969 Juan Carlos de 
Borbón is named succes-
sor as Head of the State 
by Franco.  A new period 
was opened in which Juan 
Carlos will be presented as 
„King of all the Spaniards“ 
12

Many companies were 
declared bankrupt in the 
first two years of the econo-
mic crisis. More than 2 
millions of jobs were lost. 10

Southern Border
Since 2006 Spain was signing agreements with governments of several countries in Africa and starting a special collaborati-
on with Morocco in the control of the Spanish borders and the European ones together it. This externalization of the border 
control has been was then also implemented by other countries such as Italy and the most recent case has been the EU‘s 
polemical agreement with Turkey. For practical purposes this means that the border control is extended further away than 
the geographical border creating a space beyond the juridical control of the European liberal regimes. Spain was not only 
the model for the border externalization, but also for the construction of walls, playing an important role in the fabrication of 
border fences as well.

NO NOS REPRESENTAN Representation Critique from Colonialism to Catalonia by Miguel González Cabezas

Picture of the Valle de los Caídos today
Picture of the Spanish Parliament Picture of an assembly during the 15-M protests 13

Picture of an antifascist poster during the Civil War

Picture of one of the Visigoth Kings

Picture of building constructions before 2008

Central motto of the protest: „They don´t represent us“

Picture of a magazine showing Juan Carlos, 
Franco and the word Continuity

15- M PROTEST 2011

Representation Critique 1,6,14,16

Miguel González Cabezas, Plus Ultra, 2016
 

Plus ultra is the national motto of Spain meaning “further beyond”. Since 2006 Spain was signing agreements with governments of several countries in Africa and starting a special collaboration with 
Morocco in the control of the spanish borders and the european ones with it. This externalization of the border control was then also implemented by other countries as Italy and the most recent case has 
been the polemical agreement with Turkey. For practical purposes this means that the border control is extended further away than the geographical border creating a space beyond the juridical control 
of the european liberal “democracies”. But Spain was not only the model for the border externalization, but also for the construction of walls, playing an important role in the fabrication of the fences 
for other EU countries.


